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WORDS: 

Christmas is coming, the 

geese are getting fat, 

Please put a penny in 

the old man’s hat; 

If you haven’t got a pen-

ny, a ha’penny will do, 

If you haven’t got a 

ha’penny, God bless 

you! 

—Beggar’s rhyme.  
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December’s Zodiac 
signs are: 

• Sagittarius: 
• November 23–

December 21 
Capricorn:  

December 22–
January 19 

Why December’s Not the 
10th Month 

Decembe r i s the 12th mon th (a nd last mon th) i n our 
mode rn-d ay Gr eg or ia n calend ar (as it was i n the pr e-
ce di ng Jul ia n calend ar). 

Howeve r, it was i nitially the 10th mon th of the Roma n 
calend ar (un til 153 BC). Hence, “Decembe r” comes fr om 

the Lati n decem, mea ni ng “ten .” 
 

In Roma n times, the calend ar only ha d ten mon ths a nd 
bega n with March! The wi n te r pe r iod was not even as-
signe d mon ths becaus e it was not a n active time for 
m il itary, ag r i cultur e, or civil l if e. 

The mon th of Decembe r or igi n ally consi ste d of 30 
d ays. Af te r Ja nuary a nd February we r e a d de d t o the 
calend ar (ar ound 7 0 0 BCE), Decembe r was shortene d 
t o 2 9 d ays. Then, two d ays we r e a d de d t o Decem-
be r i n the subs equen t Jul ia n calend ar, maki ng it 31 

d ays long. 

“Just for Fun” Holidays 
Celebrate these fun holidays this month: 

• Dec. 11: International Mountain Day 
• Dec. 13: National Violin Day 
• Dec. 13: National Day of the Horse 
• Dec. 16: Underdog Day 

• Dec. 26: National Candy Cane Day 
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December Holidays 
December 1 is the First Sunday of Advent, marking the beginning of 

the Advent season. 
December 6 is Saint Nicholas Day. The patron saint of children is the 
model for Santa Claus and gift-giving.  

December 7 is National Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day. 

December 8 is Bodhi Day in the Buddhist calendar, celebrating Bud-
dha’s enlightenment; it’s celebrated in a way that’s similar to how 
Christians celebrate Christmas to honor Jesus Christ.  

December 13 is St. Lucia’s Day, which has long been associated with 
festivals of light. Before the Gregorian calendar reform in 1752, her 
feast day occurred on the shortest day of the year (hence the saying 
“Lucy light, Lucy light, shortest day and longest night”). 

December 15 is Bill of Rights Day. 

December 17 is Wright Brothers Day. 

December 21 is the Winter Solstice—the astronomical day when Earth 
is farthest away from the Sun. Starting in ancient times, people cele-
brated the rebirth of the Sun event through Yule. 

December 25 is Christmas Day, a Christian holiday commemorating 
the birth of Jesus Christ.  

December 25 also marks the beginning of  Hanukkah this year, the 8-
day Jewish festival of lights.  

December 26 is Boxing Day (Canada, UK) and the first day of Kwanzaa. 

 

https://www.almanac.com/calendar/date/2024-12-01
https://www.almanac.com/st-nicholas-day
https://www.almanac.com/calendar/date/2024-12-7
https://www.almanac.com/recipe/st-lucia-buns
https://www.almanac.com/calendar/date/2024-12-15
https://www.almanac.com/calendar/date/2024-12-17
https://www.almanac.com/content/first-day-winter-winter-solstice
https://www.almanac.com/content/what-yule-log-christmas-traditions
https://www.almanac.com/content/when-is-christmas-meanings-origins
https://www.almanac.com/content/when-is-hanukkah
https://www.almanac.com/boxing-day
https://www.almanac.com/content/when-is-kwanzaa
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December Astronomy 
Winter Solstice 
The month of December brings the winter solstice in the Northern Hemisphere. This 
is the shortest day of the year (the day with the least amount of daylight).  
In 2024, the solstice occurs on Saturday, December 21.  

Full Cold Moon 

December’s full Moon, the Full Cold Moon, appears on Friday, December 15, reaching 
peak illumination at 4:02 A.M. EST.  

Geminid Meteor Shower 
Look skyward on the night of December 13 after 9 P.M. for a chance to catch a 
glimpse of the Geminid meteors. The Geminid meteor shower is the most active 
shower of the year. 

This year, the peak of the meteor shower meets a waxing gibbous Moon, meaning 
that the sky will still be affected somewhat by the light of the Moon. If the sky is 
clear and temperatures aren’t too chilly, it’s still worth venturing outside to try to 
see the Geminids. The best viewing will be before the Moon rises around 1:00 A.M. 

 
December Birthstone 
December’s traditional birthstone is turquoise. It is considered a symbol of good for-
tune and success. Zircon and tanzanite are also considered to be December birth-
stones. 
 

December Birth Flower 
December’s birth flowers are the holly (Ilex aquifolium) and 
the paperwhite Narcissus (Euphorbia pulcherrima)—a relative of the daffodil with 
lovely white blooms. 
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Odd Moments This Month in History 

December 14, 1807: Space Invader 
 
At 6:30 a.m. on this day in 1807, residents from Vermont to Connecticut looked 
up at the sky and saw a red fireball. About two-thirds the size of a full Moon, it 
raced across the heavens, broke apart, and fell to earth in at least six areas of 
Weston (now Easton), Trumbull, and Fairfield, Connecticut. Whizzing sounds 
were heard close to the impact sites, and three sonic booms were heard as far as 
40 miles away. The entire event took about 30 seconds. 

Upon hearing the news a few days later, Yale professor Benjamin Silliman and his 
colleague, professor James Kingsley, traveled to the impact area to talk to wit-
nesses, examine impact sites, and collect specimens (including some that enter-
prising townsfolk were selling as souvenirs). Silliman confirmed it was a meteor-
ite—the first officially recorded in the New World. 

Meteorites, rocks that fell from space, were a concept slowly gaining acceptance 
in Europe, but their study was still a relatively new science. In an article in 
the Connecticut Herald published on December 29, Silliman and Kingsley de-
scribed the Weston event. The news rapidly spread to other newspapers, and 
accounts were published in literary and philosophical journals. Later, Silliman 
performed a chemical analysis of the rocks and published a revised report. Nota-
ble scientific organizations in Philadelphia, London, and Paris discussed the 
findings. Still, there were skeptics about the idea of meteorites, includ-
ing U.S. President Thomas Jefferson, who said, “It is easier to believe that two 
Yankee professors could lie than to admit that stones could fall from heaven.”  
 

Fun Fact: Silliman’s and Kingsley’s Weston meteorite fragments were the first 
cataloged items in the Yale meteorite collection, which is the oldest in the Unit-
ed States.  
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Financial Services Electronic  

Communication Form 

Financial Services encourages AICs to use the electronic CD214 Financial Services 

AIC communication form accessible on the tablet.  This communication tool is an 

environmentally friendly, efficient, and convenient way for AICs to address trust 

account questions and concerns. Paper communications can take longer to re-

ceive and respond to while electronic communications allow our Business Ser-

vices and Central Trust staff to better support our AIC population.  

Below are the steps to navigate through the tablet screens and access the elec-

tronic forms. 

Once logged onto the tablet, go to “Free Profile” and select the “Requests” 

app 

Select Financial Services  

Choose the appropriate topic and then type your question or concern 

Please remember that the Financial Services AIC electronic communication form 

is to be used for Financial Services / Trust related questions and concerns. Please 

do not use this communication tool to address commissary or other unrelated 

matters.  
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 From the Administrative Rules Program:  
 
Below is the list of status changes made to DOC ad-
ministrative rules since 10/28/2024. 
 

PROPOSED RULES: 

291-180 Interstate Compact  

• Amends rule to align with state statute (ORS 144.600) regarding Oregon's par-

ticipation in the Interstate Compact for Adult Offender Supervision (ICAOS); clar-

ify Purpose statement by adding reference to the enabling legislation establish-

ing Oregon's participation in the ICAOS; make changes for consistency through-

out these rules and change "offender" to "adult on supervision" to align with de-

partment philosophy; adopt definitions for these rules; reorganize for clarity; 

make non-substantive edits (such as, capitalization); update Extradition Services 

mailing address, and update statutory authority. 

Last day of comment period: 1/13/25 at 12:00 PM 
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December Education Dates 

 

 

 

 

 

December 10 GED Testing 

December 12 GED Testing 

December 18 Last Day of Fall Term 

December 19 Student Movie/

Popcorn 

December 20 Tutor Feed and Movie 

December 23 – Janu-

ary 6 
Winter Break – NO 

SCHOOL 



 

 

 

 

Graduate for  

November 2024 
 

Timothy Smith 

 
 

 

Congratulate this man on his accom-

plishment! 
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Education Library 

Book of the Month 
 

 

127.IMD.99.001 “How to Hide an Empire” by Daniel  
Immerwahr 

 

We are familiar with maps that outline all fifty states. And we are also familiar with the idea that the U.S. is an 

“empire,” exercising power around the world. But what about the actual territories—the islands, atolls, and 

archipelagoes—this country has conquered and governed? Richly stocked with memorable vignettes and a 

fresh analysis of what colonialism and globalization mean today, How to Hide an Empire is a major and com-

pulsively readable work of history. 

 

  

 

 

Independent Study of the Month: 

Conquest of the Americas 
 

The societies of the Americas emerge out of the collision, convergence, and complex mixture of Native Americans, 

Europeans, and Africans. This process begins with the conquest of the sixteenth century, and its major features are com-

plete and in place by about 1700. This course presents both the unity and diversity in the early history of the Americas—

the common patterns, as well as the enormous differences, across the region. 
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Colors and Collars 
We have used colors to identify ourselves for thousands of years. Religions, gangs, tribes, sports 

teams, flags, school subjects and Harry Potter houses have all used colors as identification. For the 

Irish, Catholic is green (like Ireland!) and Protestant is orange (for William of Orange, the Protestant 

King who conquered them). More than one gang in more than one country has used red or blue. 

About 1500 years ago, The Blues and The Greens were the rival horse racing teams at the Hippo-

drome chariot races in Constantinople. We’ve learned that “royal purple” came from a rare dye 

that comes from a tiny sea snail. Blue can come from several easy sources of dyes and has been 

one of the most common colors around the world because of that. We’ve already learned that Indi-

go was grown on plantations and so much blue dye was produced that it created “The Blues” for 

the slaves working the plantations, and it seems like denim only comes in blue, when it can be dyed 

any color. But we’ve gotten used to blue from back when it was the only cheap choice for the 

masses (as any Oregon AIC knows!).  

Notice with clothes: the rarer the dye, the more prestigious the person who wore it, like “royal pur-

ple.” And the more common the dye, the more it represented the poor: like blue does. From “Blue 

Collar” and “The Blues” to the Pioneer dresses of the American religious groups who, in the 1800s, 

decided everyone should wear the same clothes by gender. Apparently, 1800s fashion was the 

fashion God prefers, those styles with their blue hues are still with us. Blue is common, so it has 

represented the poor, even if just referencing how we feel or the color of your “collar” at work.  

In 20th Century America, (and maybe still) we had “Blue Collar” jobs and “White Collar” jobs to des-

ignate the labor who sweated for a living (Blue) and those who worked mostly with their brains 

(White). Also known as: Labor and Management (until lots of White Collar jobs became low paying 

labor with the introduction of computers and high tech). 

The reason for those colors is easy:  

Cotton and Linen are already mostly white (so we don’t have to dye them, just bleach the cloth) 

and they should stay clean since the work is indoors and isn’t hard labor.  

Blue is easy to create so it’s okay to get dirty, and cheap to replace if needed. 

Colors provide identity, and even emotion, if you get The Blues once in a while, or are just in a dark 

place. Whether you’re “true blue” or “green with envy” or “scared yellow” or even “red hot” (or 

worse: “white hot”) with emotion, colors help describe things that aren’t color. This little essay on 

colors is just “golden” isn’t it?  
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  PAGE 13                                                                                 WARNER CREEK TRAILS                                                        VOLUME 24  ISSUE 12 



PAGE 14                                                                               WARNER CREEK TRAILS                                                            VOLUME 24 ISSUE 12 

 

DO YOU WANT THE HALLMARK 

CHANNEL ? 

 

Please kyte ISM Abston if you would like to see the Hallmark 

channel added to the line up! 

 

Also what channel would you prefer to replace? 

 

Kyte ISM Abston!!! 
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*FROM THE MAIL ROOM* 
 

Greetings, through the recent Christmas flurry in the mailroom, a few things have come to 
mind that about AIC outgoing mail. Below is a gentle reminder. 

(3) AIC’s shall not send, receive, transfer, or possess mail to or from the victim(s) of their 
crime(s) of conviction (both past and present), except as authorized in writing by the func-
tional unit manager or designee. 

(A) AIC’s may send only the following items to another AIC: 

(i) Correspondence; 

(ii) One drawing per envelope; and 

(ii) One photograph per envelope. 

(B) AIC’s shall not send newspaper or magazine clippings, photocopies, printed web pages, or 
any other material not listed in subsection (A) above to another inmate through the mail.  

(c) AIC Sender: Any enclosures (i.e., photographs, hand-made drawings in excess of that al-
lowed) that are not illegal or evidence of a crime, or that are otherwise not prohibited in out-
going mail under these rules shall be returned to the inmate sender with the contents of the 
envelope or package intact, together with a Mail Violation Notice (CD 618a). Any item that 
poses a threat or is a detriment to the security, good order, or discipline of the facility, or that 
would encourage or instruct in criminal activity, may be confiscated and retained pending an 
investigation. If appropriate, the AIC may be issued a misconduct report, in accordance with 
the rule on Prohibited Inmate Conduct and Processing Disciplinary Actions (OAR 291-105). 

(5) New and used books, magazines, newspapers, and blank journals shall only be received 
directly from the publisher or distributor. (24) Publisher, Distributor, or Book Vender: A busi-
ness, organization, or firm that issues and makes available to the public (generally for sale and 
wide distribution) magazines, newspapers, new and used books, and other publications. 

 

The above was taken directly from OAR 291. 

AIC’s sending mail in an envelope that was purchased from canteen must not go over weight 
restrictions and must be flat.  Large envelopes that do not bend are considered packages by 
USPS and require additional postage.  Speak with R&D if you have a package that needs 
mailed.   
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ODOC Pharmacies  
 

ODOC Pharmacies will be making a minor change on the pharmacy label for your medica-
tions.  It is a small change, but it will be noticeable for some and we want to explain it now 
to help avoid any confusion.  You shouldn’t see any difference on medications that are dis-
pensed in capsules or tablets, that will remain the same.  However, for tubes, inhalers and 
other pharmaceutical containers you’ll see that the quantity now indicates the number of 
grams or milliliters that the container holds.  Previously if you had received a 30 gram tube 
of ointment, the pharmacy label would have read “1”, indicating that you received one tube 
of ointment.  Now you will see on the pharmacy label that the quantity has changed to “30”, 
the number of grams in the tube.  We are making the change because the pharmacies are 
about to use a new computer program that requires us to record the quantity dispensed in 
grams and milliliters. 

LAW LIBRARY  

UPDATES 
Law Library will be closed  

December 25 

 

**ALL MISSED LEGAL CALLOUTS WILL  

RESULT IN AN  

AUTOMATIC 4-HOUR CELL IN** 



 

 

CANTEEN SHEETS REMINDERS 

Fill out completely 

Make sure it`s verified 

Please do not; Circle, Underline, High-

light, or Doodle on sheet 

Last but not least; turn in to  

Canteen Mailbox only 

 in Dining  

UNIT ONE ANNOUCEMNET 

Starting JANUARY 1ST 2025  

Unit one will return to being  

A general population unit.  
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VETERANS SERVICES  
 

 

 

 Mr. Pereyra the Lake County Veterans Service Officer has 
offered to come in and meet with any veterans in need of help 

or resources from Veterans Services. 

  To be added to a call out kyte Ms. B Havely in the Law Library 
by the 15th of each month to be added to Mr.  Pereyra’s next 

visit day.  

 

 

 

 

 

  PAGE 22                                                                                WARNER CREEK TRAILS                                                         VOLUME 24  ISSUE 12 



 

 

Have a drug or alcohol problem? 

Looking for a solution? 

Come Join us! 
 

AA Thursday 7-8 pm 

NA Saturday 6-7 pm  

Kyte  

Ms. Carpenter  

to be added to the call outs 
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*Counts* 
 

Formal counts are conducted six times daily.  Facility count times are at 
12:00 am, 2:30 am, 4:30 am, 11:30 am, 4:30 pm and 9:30 pm.  The 
11:30 am and 4:30 pm counts are mandatory sit up counts.  During sit 
up counts you are required to be sitting upright facing the isle so the 
Unit Officer can see your face, electronics are to be turned off, your TV 
may remain on, but you must be facing away from you and your head-
phones / ear buds must be completely removed from the head / 
neck.  You are not to engage in any activity that would distract the 
Housing Unit Officer during count time. If you are off your bunk when 
count is announced, it is an automatic 24-hour cell-in. Other count vi-
olations including watching your tv, using other electronic items, 
wearing headphones or ear buds, talking or sleeping during count or 
any distraction to the count process will be an automatic 8-hour cell-
in. Progressive discipline will be utilized for any future count viola-
tions.  

 

Electronics are only required to be turned off during the 11:30 am and 
4:30 pm Sit Up Counts.  Personal electronics may remain on during all 
other counts (12:00 am, 2:30 am, 4:30 am, and 9:30 pm) with the vol-
ume turned down.  Abuse of this privilege will be handled on a case-by-
case basis.  
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*Food Handlers* 
 We will skip December and testing will resume on January 2nd 

2025. Send Kytes to Mr. Bucher.  

*DOC Headquarters Mail* 
Just a friendly reminder that when you are sending mail through 
the US Postal Service to the Department 
of Corrections Headquarters, you 
should use the address below: 

DOC Headquarters  

*Name of unit or employee* 

3723 Fairview Industrial Drive SE, 
Ste 200 

Salem, OR   97302 

*Sewing Kits* 
Unit 4 is the only unit allowed to have a sewing kit.  As of 9-27-
2024 all  sewing kits have been from Housing Units 1, 2 and 3.  

*Unit 4 Laundry Soap* 
WCCF will not be supplying laundry soap beginning November 

1st. AICs can purchase laundry soap from the canteen list.  

*Indigent Paper* 
Please kyte Ms. Cobian for indigent paper. 
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